
 
 

Legal Prep Charter Academies’ Board of Director June 2025  Meeting Minutes 
 
A meeting of the Board of Directors (the “Board”) of Legal Prep Charter Academies (“Legal Prep” or 
“LPCA”) for the academic school year 2024-2025 was held at 8:30 am on Thursday, June 5, 2025, at 
Polsinelli, 150 N. Riverside, Suite 3000, Chicago, IL. Notice of the meeting and the agenda having been 
posted on the school’s website. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 8:30  am CT. The following members of the Board, constituting a 
quorum of the Board, were present in person: Kalia Coleman, Heather Fine, José Isasi, Paula Moreno, 
Alejandro Ortega, Oscar Romero, David Susler, and Bryan Westhoff. Tom Laser from the Associate Board 
and Sam Finkelstein were also present.  Attending via video were: Jason Brown, Kristopher Keys, Cristel 
Turner, Courtney Welton, and Elie Zenner.   
  
 Mark DeMonte, Ryan Dunigan, Patrick Hendricks, and Laura Miller (ex officio) were notified absences.  
 
Prior Board Minutes 

Motion to Approve Board Minutes of May 9, 2025, in the form previously circulated, was moved by José 

Isasi and seconded by Oscar Romero. The motion was unanimously approved. 

 

Public Comment 
No public comments were offered. 
 
CEO/Executive Committee Report 
Sam Finkelstein provided the report, which included a discussion on how Chicago Public Schools will 
fund charter schools going forward, and the potential impact on LPCA. 
 
Academic Excellence Committee Report 
Sam Finkelstein provided the report. Graduation is set for June 7, 2025, with the Honorable F. Lyle as the 
keynote speaker.   
 
Board Governance Committee Report 
Sam Finkelstein provided the report and the list of Board committee members. Board members are 
expected to join at least one committee and one strategic plan initiative. A discussion was had reminding 
Board members about CPS oversight and policies, including mandatory board training and completion of 
conflict of interest forms. 
 
Development Committee Report 
No updates were provided beyond the reminder to Board members to identify an initiative in the 
strategic plan that they will champion.  
 
Associate Board Report 
Tom Laser provided an update. He provided an update on the career fair book developed by the 
associate board, the success of the associate board’s volunteer events, and the immense support 
received for the school’s new program encouraging students to resolve conflict among themselves. 
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Finance Committee Report​
Sam Finkelstein reviewed the 2025-2026 budget. 

Motion to approve the budget in the form previously circulated and recommended by the Finance 

Committee was made by José Isasi and seconded by Bryan Westhoff. 

The motion passed unanimously. 

Sam then provided an update on the expansion exploration efforts. A final hearing and vote on the Indy 

charter application will take place on June 24, 2025, with multiple supporters planning to attend. 

Potential locations for the school continue to be evaluated. 

Sam explained anticipated expenditures in the near term in connection with expansion exploration.  He 

requested that LPCA extend a no-interest short term line of credit to cover short term expenses for the 

Indy expansion. A discussion ensued.  A motion to approve a no interest short term line of credit from 

the LCPA Chicago funds for up to $20,000 to be repaid within 12 months, with potential 12 month 

extension, was made by Oscar Romero and seconded by Heather Fine. The motion passed unanimously, 

with Jason Brown abstaining.   

Other Business​
Sam provided an update on prom. 

There being no further business to be transacted, the meeting concluded at 10:00 am. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Paula Moreno 
 
Paula Moreno, Acting Secretary 
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