
LEGAL PREP CHARTER ACADEMY INDIANA, INC. 

Legal Prep Charter Academy Indy’s Board of Director July 2025 Meeting Minutes 
 
A meeting of the Board of Directors (the “Board”) of Legal Prep Charter Academy Indiana, Inc. (“LPCAI”) 
was held at Noon ET/11:00 am CT on Wednesday, July 2, 2025, at 4319 W. Washington Blvd., Chicago, IL 
60624.  Notice of the meeting having been previously provided. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 12:02 pm ET. The following members of the Board, constituting a 
quorum, were present:  Tracy Arney, Jason Brown, Reginald Cloyd, Rita Deng, Caleb French, and Derion 
Searcey.  Also present were Sam Finkelstein (ex officio) and Laura Miller (ex officio).  Nicole Goodson and 
Drew Magee were notified absences. 
 
A copy of the June 11, 2025 and June 23, 2025 minutes were previously circulated. On motion of Jason 

Brown and seconded by Reggie Cloyd, the minutes were approved by unanimous vote, with Tracy Arney, 

Caleb French and Derion Searcey abstaining.  

Sam Finkelstein provided the Executive Committee report on expansion efforts. A discussion was had on 

the status of the charter grant, pre-opening steps and the status of facilities acquisition, including 

anticipated construction needs associated with a build-out of the planned facility. 

A motion was made by Tracy Arney and seconded by Reggie Cloyd to authorize the CEO Sam Finkelstein 

to enter into an agreement with Mayor’s Office of OEI relating to the pre-opening and launch of a 

charter school in fall 2026. The motion was unanimously approved. 

A motion was made by Tracy Arney and seconded by Jason Brown to authorize the CEO Sam Finkelstein 

to enter into LOI and other documents with Epic Change Education and other vendors relating to the 

predevelopment, lease, renovation  and potential future acquisition of facilities for the charter school to 

be opened in fall 2026, subject to appropriate legal review. The motion was unanimously approved. 

A motion was made by Jason Brown and seconded by Tracy Arney to authorize the CEO Sam Finkelstein 

to retain counsel for purposes of real estate consultation and advice concerning the predevelopment, 

lease, acquisition and remodeling of facilities for the opening of a charter school in fall 2026. The motion 

was unanimously approved. 

Sam Finkelstein provided the Academic Excellence report and indicated that selection of Joseph Williams 

into the Indiana Charter School Fellowship was confirmed by The Mind Trust (TMT). He also explained 

the role of and funding for Accelerate Education to support that fellowship and the mentoring of LPCAI 

leadership. 

A motion was made by Reggie Cloyd and seconded by Derion Searcey to authorize the CEO Sam 

Finkelstein to enter into agreements or Memoranda of Understanding with TMT and/or Accelerate 

Education relating to the Williams fellowship and mentoring of LPCAI leadership regarding the opening 

of a charter school in fall 2026. 
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Laura Miller provided the Board Governance and Development reports. A discussion was had about the 

timing of the Charter School Program grant application process and retention of a consulting service, 

Chisley Consulting Services to assist in the grant writing process.  

A motion was made by Reginald Cloyd and seconded by Caleb French to authorize the CEO Sam 

Finkelstein to enter into an agreement to retain Chisley Consulting Services to assist in preparing the CSP 

application for LPCAI. The motion was unanimously approved. 

A discussion was had about the launch of a monthly giving campaign. Board members were encouraged 

to promote the campaign among their networks. A discussion also was had about other networking and 

fundraising opportunities. Additionally, a discussion was had about the dates/times of the scheduled 

board meetings for this term.  

A motion by Derion Searcey and seconded by Rita Deng to make the following changes to the scheduled 

board meetings: changing the November meeting to November 12, 2025 and the March meeting to 

March 11, 2026. The motion was unanimously approved.  

Laura Miller further reported that the IRS has approved the Corporation’s request for tax exempt status. 

She also reported that Legal Prep Chicago has offered to provide Legal Prep Indy with a line of credit for 

12 months, at zero interest, to be evaluated and potentially extended for an additional period.  The line 

of credit would be used to pay for a grant writer in connection with the Charter School Program grant 

application, expenses associated with community engagement support, and other incidentals. A 

discussion was had on the terms.  A motion was made by Caleb French and seconded by Derion Searcey 

to authorize the CEO Sam Finkelstein to enter into an agreement with LPCA to accept the line of credit 

on the terms discussed. The motion was unanimously approved. 

A motion was made by Jason Brown and seconded by Rita Deng to authorize the CEO Sam Finkelstein to 

open a bank account(s) in the name of or for the benefit of the Corporation, including a checking 

account, a savings account, and a line of credit.  The motion was passed unanimously, with Caleb French 

abstaining. 

Other Business 

There being no further business to be transacted, the meeting concluded at 12:50 pm ET. 

 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Laura Miller 
 
Laura Miller, Secretary 

2 


