
 
 

Legal Prep Charter Academies’ Board of Director March 2025 Meeting Minutes 
 
A meeting of the Board of Directors (the “Board”) of Legal Prep Charter Academies (“Legal Prep”) for the 
academic school year 2024-2025 was held at 8:30 am on Thursday, March 13, 2025, at Polsinelli, 150 N. 
Riverside, Suite 3000, Chicago, IL. Notice of the meeting and the agenda having been posted on the 
school’s website. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 8:40 am. The following members of the Board, constituting a quorum 
of the Board, and other members of the public were present: Jason Brown, Kalia Coleman, Mark 
DeMonte, Sam Finkelstein (ex officio), Kris Keys, Laura Miller (ex officio),  Paula Morena, Alejandro 
Ortega, David Susler, Courtney Welton, and Bryan Westhoff.  David Sethi, a member of the public, also 
was present. 
  
Ryan Dunigan, Heather Fine, Patrick Hendricks, Jose Isasi, Crystal McCune (parent rep),  Oscar Romero, 
Rather Stanton, Cristel Turner and Elie Zenner were notified absences.  
 
Prior Board Minutes 

Motion to Approve the Board Minutes of January 23, 2025 meeting, in the form previously circulated, 

was moved by Kris Keys and seconded by David Susler. The motion was unanimously approved. 

Public Comment 
No public comments were offered, but a member of the public was present. 
 
CEO/Executive Committee Report 
Sam Finkelstein provided the report. The Third Quarter ends on March 21.  Graduation is set for June 7, 
2025, with Justice Lyle as the keynote speaker.  Monthly student celebrations are going well.  LPCA 
invited 8th graders from Moving Everest to some of these events.  BHM was celebrated through a 
number of academic and social events and activities designed by the staff.   
 
Academic Excellence Committee Report 
LPCA launched a law society last month with about 15-20 students expressing interest. Ten students 
have applied for judicial extensions. We are continuing our Summer Discovery partnership with a 
pre-college program at the University of Michigan. We have a student also applying for a spot at 
University of Pennsylvania, and we are working on a partnership with Road Less Traveled for summer 
adventure/community service trips for two students.  
 
Finance Committee Report 
Sam Finkelstein reviewed the updated financials and provided an update on projected revenue and 
expenses through the end of this fiscal year, including the expectation of increased fundraising efforts in 
Spring 2025. Revenues and expenses are tracking budget projections.  
 
Relating to Indy expansion exploration efforts, the following motion was moved by Alejandro Ortega and 
seconded by David Susler, and unanimously approved: Motion to Approve LPCAI’s election of Jason 
Brown as a member of the LPCAI board. Jason will serve as chair of that board. 
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The Indy Charter prospectus was filed and comments are expected on March 28, 2025. The capacity 
interview will be held on April 15 and the prospectus hearing is on April 29.  The school is working closely 
with The Mind Trust and has applied for a School Launch Fellowship grant, which is pending. An 
interview is scheduled for April 11, 2025 with a site visit scheduled on April 21, 2025.  We will want a few 
board members to be available for the site visit. Williams and Finkelstein are going to Indy for a pre-site 
visit meeting and to visit potential facilities. We are combining the visit with a trip for Law Society 
students to attend a state court appellate argument and a visit to two universities.  Members are 
encouraged to connect with their contacts in Indy to make introductions. Letters of support are also 
encouraged. A flyer for outreach will be circulated. Info also is available on the Legal Prep website.  
 
Relating to Nevada expansion exploration efforts, LPCA received a planning grant from Opportunity 180 
to explore expansion.  
 
Board Governance Committee Report 
Laura Miller provided the report, reminding members of the need to complete training and their conflict 
of interest form by May. Member hours were distributed and follow up information for accessing on 
demand training will be circulated.  Conflict of interest forms were also distributed. 
 
Members also were asked to express intent to continue on Board for next year and their interest in 
serving in an officer position, in particular the Treasurer position. Board and officer positions are for one 
year terms. Voting on these positions will occur at the annual meeting on May 9, 2025. 
 
Development Committee Report 
Laura Miller provided the update. Paula Moreno and Jason Brown presented the draft strategic plan and 
discussed next steps. The strategic plan will be up for a vote on adoption at the May 9 meeting. This plan 
will assist in guiding the Board over the next 3-5 years. If adopted, it will help committees and members 
stay focused on particular goals and implement both short term and long term activities in support of 
those goals. A link to the draft plan and ppt presentation will be circulated separately.  Please provide 
comments by March 31 so it can be finalized before the annual board meeting. 
 
EDG progress was discussed. Members are encouraged to promote sponsorships, event attendance and 
seek out auction items. EDG is set for May 8, 2025 at Taste 222. Flyers have been distributed to promote 
the event.  
 
We are developing a “Week at Court” program for Law Society members. We are looking for attorneys 
with cases or motions in state court the week of June 1 that the students could observe. We also are 
looking for law firms and corporations that the students could visit to learn more about the various jobs 
performed by employees.  
 
Associate Board Report 
Laura Miller provided an update. The Associate Board’s Trivia Night event was held on February 26, 2025. 
It was well attended and netted sufficient revenue to fund the Golden Gavel scholarship. A special thank 
you to Jonathan Safron and Ewa Wieslaw who co-chaired the event. 
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The next associate board meeting will be held on March 18. All are invited to attend.   
 
There being no further business to be transacted, the meeting concluded at 9:45 am. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Laura Miller 
 
Laura Miller, Acting Secretary 
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