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Legal Prep Charter Academies’ Board of Director May 2025 Annual Meeting Minutes

The annual meeting of the Board of Directors (the “Board”) of Legal Prep Charter Academies (“Legal
Prep”) for the academic school year 2024-2025 was held at 9:00 am on Friday, May 9, 2025, at Polsinelli,
150 N. Riverside, Suite 3000, Chicago, IL. Notice of the meeting and the agenda having been posted on
the school’s website.

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 am CT. The following members of the Board, constituting a
quorum of the Board, and other members of the public were present: Jason Brown, Heather Fine, Patrick
Hendricks, Mark DeMonte, Sam Finkelstein (ex officio), Jose Isasi, Kris Keys, Crystal McCune (parent rep),
Laura Miller (ex officio), Paula Moreno, Alejandro Ortega, Oscar Romero, Rather Stanton, David Susler,
Cristel Turner, Courtney Welton, Bryan Westhoff and Elie Zenner. David Sethi, a member of the public,
also was present.

Kalia Coleman and Ryan Dunigan were notified absences.

Prior Board Minutes

Motion to Approve Board Minutes of March 13, 2025, in the form previously circulated, was moved by
Kris Keys and seconded by Jason Brown. The motion was unanimously approved.

Public Comment
No public comments were offered, although a member of the public was present.

CEO/Executive Committee Report

Sam Finkelstein provided the report. Courtney Welton was an excellent honoree with attendance and
donations meeting goals for the event. Graduation is set for June 7, 2025, with the Honorable F. Lyle as
the keynote speaker. Senior signing day occurred this week. The school is currently interviewing
applicants to fill vacancies anticipated for next school year. Some returning teachers who had left are
looking to return. Also an LPCA alum will be joining as a principal-in-training with a focus on
recruitment. Law program will wrap up on Monday with the freshmen and junior debate finals. The
Deere Program had another successful year, and we are building out year-end activities for the law
society with our Invest for Kids and Crowell Foundation funding.

Academic Excellence Committee Report

The state returned to ACT testing this year. There were some technical issues through the CPS process.
CPS is planning to roll out a new accountability system for schools, but the details have not been
disclosed yet. Law Day activities included an invitation from the Cook County Bar Association to attend
court at the Daley Center and an in-school program in conjunction with the Illinois Judicial Council and
Board Members M. DeMonte and A. Ortega. Both events were highly engaging and well received by all
participants. The school is looking into a social media club that would highlight the school’s activities.

Board Governance Committee Report
Laura Miller provided the report.
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Motion to Elect the following Returning Directors, as recommended by the Governance Committee, for a
one year term effective beginning July 1, 2025 was made by Heather Fine and seconded by Mark
DeMonte:

Jason Brown

Kalia Coleman

Mark DeMonte

Ryan Dunigan

Heather Fine

Patrick Hendricks

Jose Isasi

Kristopher Keys

Paula Moreno
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. Alejandro Ortega
. Oscar Romero

. Courtney Welton
. Bryan Westhoff

. Elie Zenner
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The motion passed unanimously.

Motion to Elect the following New Director, as recommended by the Governance Committee, for a one
year term effective beginning July 1, 2025 was made by Kris Keys and seconded by Heather Fine:
Ross Van Beek

The motion passed unanimously. A motion to consider David Sethi as a new Director was tabled until
next month.

Motion to Elect the following Nonvoting/Ex Officio Directors, as recommended by the Governance
Committee, for a one year term effective beginning July 1, 2025 was made by Heather Fine and
seconded by Courtney Welton:

ii. Samuel Finkelstein
iii. Laura Miller

The motion passed unanimously.

Motion to Elect the following Officers, for one year terms effective beginning July 1, 2025, each of whom
shall serve as members of the Executive Committee, created under Section 5.3 of the Bylaws, effective
beginning July 1, 2025 was made by Heather Fine and seconded by Courtney Welton:

b. President: Oscar Romero
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Vice President: Heather Fine

Secretary: Paula Moreno

Treasurer: Ross Van Beek

Chief Executive Officer: Samuel Finkelstein
Chief Development Officer: Laura Miller
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The motion passed unanimously.

Motion to Designate Laura Miller as the FOIA designee for the Corporation as made by Courtney Welton
and Seconded by Mark DeMonte.

The motion passed unanimously.

A discussion was had reminding Board members about CPS oversight and policies, including mandatory
board training and completion of conflict of interest forms.

Development Committee Report

Laura Miller provided the update. EAT.DRINK.GIVE. was successful due to the combined efforts of the
LPCA Board members in advance of the event, and the volunteers from the LPCA staff and LPCA Advisory
Board who assisted during the event. The strategic plan has been finalized and ready for approval.
Board Members Jason Brown and Paula Moreno contributed significantly to the effort.

A Motion to Adopt the Board’s Strategic Plan for July 2025- June 2029 was made by Paula Moreno and
seconded by Kris Keys.

The motion passed unanimously.

Associate Board Report
Laura Miller provided an update. The associate board held a networking event in April 2025 and
members are assisting with career focused events for students.

Finance Committee Report
Sam Finkelstein provided the report. Expansion exploration efforts continue in Indianapolis. A hearing on

the prospectus was held in April and a full application is due in May, with a final hearing on June 24,
2025. Multiple locations have been evaluated. Preliminary exploration also continues in Las Vegas with
the help of Opportunity 180, and Memphis remains on the list of sites to explore. We are waiting to
receive budget information from CPS, but a preliminary budget has been drafted. The finance
committee will review a proposed budget once we receive financial information from CPS later this
month. A vote on the budget will occur at the June board meeting.

Motion to Approve the 990 form in the form previously circulated and recommended by the Finance
Committee was made by Kris Keys and seconded by Mark DeMonte.
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The motion passed unanimously.

Motion to approve the following Board Members elected by the Legal Prep Indy Board for a one-year
term beginning July 1, 2025 was made by Heather Fine and seconded by Courtney Welton.
a. Melissa Almazan
Jason Brown
Reginald Cloyd
Rita Deng
Sam Finkelstein
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The motion passed unanimously, with Jason Brown abstaining.

Other Business
A. The Board was provided with an update on a recent session hosted by INCS, where attendees
met with Chicago school board members. Future sessions will occur semi-annually and LPCA
Board members are encouraged to attend and/or meet school board members.
B. An update was provided about a pending Supreme Court case concerning public charter schools.
C. Board members were encouraged to join a Board Committee and to begin work on the strategic
plan.

Motion to set the 2025-2026 Board Meetings on the following dates, to begin at 8:30 am CT at Polsinelli
(unless otherwise indicated) as follows was made by Heather Fine and seconded by Mark DeMonte:

August 15, 2025 at Noon at the school (staff meet and greet after Freshman connection)
October 4, 2025 at 8:30 am - 11:30 am at Polsinelli (Sat - Board Retreat)

November 13, 2025 at 8:30 am at Polsinelli ((Audit meeting)

January 21, 2026 at 6:30 pm at TBD (Wednesday) (All Board Networking Event TBD)
March 12, 2026 at 8:30 am at Polsinelli (Governance meeting)

May 8, 2026 at 9:00 am at Polsinelli (annual meeting)

June 4, 2026 at 8:30 am at Polsinelli ((budget meeting)

There being no further business to be transacted, the meeting concluded at 12:30 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,
Laura Miller

Laura Miller, Acting Secretary



